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introduction of yellow fever and typhus fever into the United States. 
Masters of vessels trading between Mexican ports and southern ports 
in the United States should, upon arrival at any of the above-men- 
tioned ports in Mexico, call at the American consulate in order that 
they may learn from the representative of the Public Health Service, 
stationed in the consul's ofTice, the quarantine measures which, if 
carried out in the foreign port of departure, will facilitate the passage 
of the vessel through quarantine at the United States port of arrival. 



COMPETENT HEALTH OFFICERS. 

A COOPEBATIVE PLAN FOB OBTAINING OFPICanSS HAVING A GIVEN STANDAKD OF 

TRAINING. 

By W. C. Ef CKEE, Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service. 

It has become increasingly apparent that if there is to be uni- 
formity in the efficiency with which the public health fxmctions of 
the State, city, county, and district are to be administered, there 
must be some standard for the selection of the administrative officers 
thereof. While many of the large colleges are offering course 
leadiag to the degree of Doctor of Pubhc Health, the need of whole- 
time health officers is so great that tho-nui|aber of Ahose who pos- 
sess this degree is insufiicient to fill all of the vacant positions. It 
would seem therefore that some test of the general fitness of the 
physicians engaging in this comparatively new field of activity, many 
of whom are untrained in pubUc-health work and somewhat unfa- 
mihar with the requirements of the •position of health officer, were 
necessary. 

Tlie United States Public Health Service has recently been acting 
in cooperation with the civil-service commissions of certain States 
and cities, and has evolved a plan which seems to be destined to aid 
materially in solving the problem. Upon the application of a civil- 
service commission, or other body delegated to make the selection of 
health officer, the questions for the examination are prepared in the 
Bureau of the United States Pubfic Health Service, and forwarded 
to the proper authority. The examination is given and the papers, 
which are submitted by number only, are returned to the board at 
Washington. The papers are then graded and defivered to the 
person making the request for the examination, or, more usually, to a 
civil-service commission. The commission then totals the grades as 
they are recorded and determines how many have passed the written 
examination. An oral examination is also given, whenever practi- 
cable, by an officer of the Public Health Service to ascertain the 
experience and genera] fitness of the apphcant. As a rule, this por- 
tion of the examination counts 25 per cent of the total. As soon as 
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the grades of the oral examination are completed they are forwarded 
to the civil-service commission, which can then certify the successful 
candidate to the appointing authority. In this way health officers 
will be selected by reason of their fitness as determined by a high 
standard. The civil-service commission or the Board of Health has 
been rendered assistance, the office has been filled by a competent 
ofiicer, and the person passing the examination has the satisfaction 
of having been certified by the Government health agency. 



OCCUPATIONAL INTOXICATIONS. 

By Martin I. Whbeet, Technical Assistant, Division of Pharmacology, Hygienic Laboratory, United 

States Public Health Service. 

Industries in which chemical processes are employed as an impor- 
tant part of the manufacture of a commodity have long been recog- 
nized as being especially hazardous, but it is only in recent years 
that any concerted attempt has been made to learn of the possibly 
far-reaching harmful influences of such occupational intoxications. 

At the present time there are no less than 16 States in which a more 
or less systematic attempt is being made to collect authoritative 
information in regard to the number and kind of occupational intoxi- 
cations that may occur and the nature of the harmful effects that 
are produced. Data thus secured should servo to suggest ways and 
means for preventing the more common forms of trade poisonings 
and thus contribute much to the development of prophylactic meas- 
ures for safeguarding the workmen and in some instances at least 
should lead to modified processes of manufacture. 

Future progress in the study of vocational diseases will no doubt 
suggest the desirability of extending the reporting of acute or chronic 
intoxications to other forms of poisoning, with the result that we 
will ultimately have available reliable evidence in regard to the prob- 
ably harmful influences of many substances not generally recognized 
as possible sources of vocational poisoning. 

During the year 1915 one State, Rhode Island, enacted a law 
requiring physicians to report cases of poisoning from lead, phos- 
phorus, arsenic, brass, wood alcohol, or other compounds. 

The revised sanitary code of the department of health of the city 
of New York contains a similar requirement. A second section of 
the New York sanitary code requires that physicians and persons in 
charge of hospitals or other institutions report the occurrence of any 
illness which appears to be due to the consumption of spoiled or poi- 
sonous articles of food. 

The law of Alabama, designed to regulate the employment of minor 
children and to provide for inspection and regulation of establish- 



